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T Early Years Curriculum at Kilby St. Mary's

At Kilby St. Mary's we pride ourselves on creating strong, caring and personal
relationships with all our children and their families. We provide an exciting and
varied curriculum, with lots of opportunities to learn through play, interaction
and exploration. This ensures a secure foundation on which to build each child's
individual learning and development journey and allows each child to make the
most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.

We use the seven areas of learning and development in the EYFS statutory
framework to shape the educational programmes we offer in our early years
setting. These areas of learning and development are inter-connected and much
of the learning that takes place involves multiple areas of development.

The seven areas of learning are:

Prime areas

These three areas are particularly important for building a foundation for
igniting children's curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships
and thriving. These are:

« communication and language

* physical development

* personal, social and emotional development

Specific areas

These four areas strengthen and apply the prime areas. These are:
« literacy

* mathematics

* understanding the world

- expressive arts and design



R.E. provision in EYFS at Kilby St. Mary's

R.E. provision in our EYFS is covered in the ‘Understanding the World' area of
the statutory framework for EYFS.

We seek to guide our children to make sense of their physical world and their
community, so they can find their place in our society. Wherever possible, we
make connections with our children's own experiences of faith and celebrations
and invite members of the community in to share their understanding of faith.
In addition, we expose our children to a broad selection of stories from the
Bible and other faith texts to foster their understanding of our culturally and
socially diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends
their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains.
Enriching and widening children's vocabulary will support later reading
comprehension.

We us the Leicestershire Agreed Syllabus to provide weekly adult led R.E.
sessions that involve a specific focus on developing understanding of different
cultures, celebrations and religions. We provide learning opportunities linked to
special celebrations throughout the year - for example Christmas, Diwali,
Chinese New Year, Eid. We make links with local places of worship and arrange
visits so the children can experience first-hand how different faith groups
worship.

Children in Reception will be learning to:

e Understand that some places are special fo members of their community.

e Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times
in different ways.

e Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country
and life in other countries.

e Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the
past.

Assessment is ongoing and integral to the child's learning and development
process and then shapes the teaching and learning experiences offered. We use
Evidence Me to capture ongoing observations of the child's learning to support
our understanding of each child's learning journey.

At the final ferm of the EYFS year the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile
(EYFSP) is completed for each child. It measures the child's learning and
development against the Early Learning Goals (ELG). This provides parents and
carers, practitioners and teachers with a well-rounded picture of a child's



knowledge, understanding and abilities, their attainment against expected
levels, and their readiness for year 1.

ELG: People, Cultures and Communities
Children at the expected level of development will:

e Know some similarities and differences between different religious and
cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and
what has been read in class.

e Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and
life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction
texts and - when appropriate - maps.

ELG: Past and Present
Children at the expected level of development will:
o Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.
e Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and
now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
e Understand the past through settings, characters and events
encountered in books read in class and storytelling.






